AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
COURSE SYLLABUS

Instructor:  Whitney Walker
Lafayette High School

859.381.3474 – Ext. 237

Whitney.Walker@fayette.kyschools.us
Course Overview:  
AP Human Geography is a year-long course that focuses on the distribution, processes, and effects of human populations on the earth.  Unit topics that will be covered include population, migration, culture, language, religion, gender, ethnicity, political geography, economic development, industry, agriculture, and urbanization.  The purpose of this course is for students to gain an understanding of the concepts, themes, skills, and perspectives of the academic discipline of Human Geography while developing higher order thinking, writing, and participation skills.
Course Website:

Ms. Walker’s AP Human Geography website can be found at the address mentioned below.  The website is open to students and parents of students.  On the website, students will be able to obtain any assignment/handout regarding each unit, watch posted videos, review the calendar of due dates, and find the latest news regarding the course.  The website will be updated each week with new information.  If you should lose any materials in the course, it is the responsibility of the student to obtain them from the website.  Directions to the website are as follows:  Go to http://ischool.fcps.net/ and on the left side of the screen click on High Schools.  Under the sub-categories column choose Lafayette High School.  From there you will view yet another sub-categories list; click on Social Studies.  On the screen you will see a list of courses.  This course is labeled LHS:  AP Human Geography – Whitney Walker.

Address: http://ischool.fcps.net/course/view.php?id=1354 
Course Objectives:

· To introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth’s surface.

· To learn about and employ the methods of geographers by creating, using, and analyzing data from maps and spatial data sets.

· Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in different places.

· Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes.

· Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process.

· Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places.

· To develop a “geographic perspective” with which to view the landscape and understand current events.
Course Units:
The curriculum for this two-semester AP Human Geography course consists of topics drawn from seven interrelated units of study outlined in the AP Human Geography Course Description booklet published by the College Board.

1. Geography:  It’s Nature and Perspectives

2. Population Geography

3. Cultural Patterns and Processes

4. Political Organization of Space

5. Economic Development

6. Agriculture and Rural Land Use

7. Industrialization

8. Settlement and Services

9. Cities and Urban Land Use

10. Resource Management

11. Careers in Geography

Texts and Study Materials:
1. Rubenstein, James M. 8th edition.  The Cultural Landscape:  An Introduction to Human Geography.  Upper Saddle River, N.J.:  Pearson Education, Inc., 2005.

2. [Rubenstein text companion website]
http://wps.prenhall.com/esm_rubenstein_humangeo_8
3. Hudson, John C.  Goode’s World Atlas, 21st edition.
4. Geography for Life:  The National Geography Standards
5. The Power of Place:  Geography for the 21st Century series.  Video.N.p.: Annenberg/CPB Project, 1996.  The programs in this series are used for the video case studies.  

Some of the best material for illustrating concepts and ideas can come from local and national newspapers (ex. The Herald Leader, The New York Times).  The New York Times is especially good at providing mapped and graphed information of interest to geographers.  Some class readings will be taken from the Economist, a magazine that is even organized by region.  The articles used will be current, relevant, fairly easily understood by students, and brief.  The following web sites will be used to find and make maps that illustrate concepts and also give students the change to explore and learn from the information available.

· U.S. Census Bureau – www.census.gov/
· Digital Atlas of the United States – http://130.166.124.2/USpage1.html
· 1997 Agricultural Atlas of the United States – www.nass.usda.gov/census97/atlas97
· www.nationalatlas.gov/
Required Supplemental Book Purchase:

1. Friedman, Thomas L.  The World Is Flat.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005 (Paperback).  ISBN-10: 0739461621.  ISBN-13: 978-0739461624.  www.amazon.com = $21.95

2. Weatherford, Jack.  Savages and Civilization.  Ballantine Books; Reprint edition (February 7, 1995, Paperback).  ISBN-10: 0449909573.   ISBN-13: 978-0449909577.  www.amazon.com = $19

Outside Reading:

The reading of current books about culture, economics, politics, etc. is encouraged and students will receive extra credit for completing each book.  The list below is a suggestion, but other books may be accepted if pre-approved.  Note that some books (☺) have not been read by the instructor at the given time, but have been given advice from current geography professors on their value and appropriateness.  Others ( * ) contain language which may be considered offensive by some.  Please check with the instructor if you have concerns.

· Confucius Lives Next Door (T.R. Reid)

· Guns, Germs, and Steel (Jared Diamond)

· Collapse (Jared Diamond)

· The Lexus and the Olive Tree (Thomas L. Friedman)

· Ten Geographic Ideas That Changed The World ☺(Susan Hanson)

· The City of Joy (Dominique Lapierre)

· The Long Walk:  The True Story of a Trek to Freedom ☺(Slavomir Rawicz)

· Suburban Nation:  The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream (Andres Duany, et al.)

· Freakonomics * (Steven D. Levitt)

Additional Materials:

· 2-inch (or more) 3-ring binder

· 12 dividers that can be labeled

· Crayola Colored Pencils – 12 pack or larger

· Agenda

· Pen/Pencil

· Filler paper for binder (college-ruled)

· Jump Drive 

· Access to Computer (School or Public Library)

Daily Assignments:
For each unit, students receive an assignment sheet (Unit Cover Page).  The length of the assignments varies on a day-to-day basis, but students can expect to have some form of homework, most often reading, every evening.
Assessment:

The assessment of students’ performance is based on tests, quizzes, short papers, essays, class projects, response journals, and daily participation.

Grading Policy:
All assignments are to be turned in on the day they are due.  Grades are based on a points earned/points possible total.  Make-up work is available for those students who have an excused absence.  The calendar on the wall will let you know what you have missed and you can pull the assigned work from you designated crate located in the front of the room.  Make-up work must be completed and turned in on the date set by the instructor.  Tests may be made up during ESS (Extended School Services) tutoring hours or at a teacher-student agreed time.

Student Evaluation:

Students’ grades are based on the completion of assignments and class projects (50 percent), organized binders (15 percent), exams (25 percent), and class participation (10 percent).  Half of the exam grade is for the multiple choice questions and the other half for free-response questions.  Grades are assigned as indicated:
Grading Scale:

A – 100-92

B – 91-83

C – 82-74

D – 73-65

F – 64 and below
First Semester Course Planner:  Cultural Geography
I.
The Nature of Geography – 2 weeks

A.
Thinking about Space


B.
Thinking about Place


C.
Thinking about Region


D.
Thinking about Scale


E.
Thinking about Connections


Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 1:  “Thinking Geographically”

II.
Population – 6 weeks
A. Distribution of World’s Population

B. Location of Population Increase

C. Population Increase – Different Rates in Different Countries

D. Demographic Transition Model and Population Pyramids

E. People Bomb – Overpopulation

F. Migration and Distributions

G. Obstacles faced by Migrants

H. Country Migration

Required Reading and Activities:

· Rubenstein, Chapters 2 and 3:  “Population” and “Migration”

· PRB Web Site:  “Making Population Real:  New Lesson Plans and Classroom Activities”  [http://prb.org/Educators/]

· Population Pyramid Exercise – Students construct their own population pyramid based on a data set they have been provided.  Students must hypothesize what area of the world their pyramid might represent.  Once their pyramid’s country and been revealed, students must answer posing questions about the geography of the country and what factors play a role in the shape of their pyramid.

· Choropleth Map Exercise – Students will construct their own Choropleth map based on population data provided by the Census Bureau.  Once constructed, students will be asked to analyze their map and answer posing questions involving interpretation of their map.
Video Case Studies:
· Program 18-1, Egypt:  Population Overload
· Program 14-1, Mexico:  Motive to Migrate
· Program 19-1, Ivory Coast:  The Legacy of Colonialism
III:
Cultural Patterns and Processes – 9 weeks

A.
Folk and Pop Culture

1. Where Folk and Popular Cultures Originate and Diffuse

2. Folk and Popular Culture and Cultural Landscape

3. Folk Culture = Clustering

4. Popular Culture = Widely Distributed

5. Problems with Globalizing Popular Culture

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 4:  “Folk and Popular Culture”

B.
Language

1. Distribution of people who speak English

2. Indo-European Languages

3. Distribution of other language families

4. Preservation of Local Languages

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 5:  “Language”

C.
Religion

1. Ethnic Religions

2. Origin and Diffusion of Religions

3. How Religions Organize Space

4. Territorial Conflicts Among Religious Groups

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 6:  “Religion”

D.
Ethnicity

1. Distribution of Ethnicities

2. Transformation of Ethnicities into Nationalities
3. Clash of Ethnicities

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 7:  “Ethnicity”
Second Semester Course Planner:  Political & Economic Geography
IV.
Political Geography – 3 weeks
A.
Difference between states and nations
B.
Boundaries

C.
Problems with Boundaries

D.
Cooperation between States

E.
A Look at Terrorism

Required Reading:
· Rubenstein, Chapter 8:  “Political Geography”
V.
Development – 3 weeks


A.
Economic, Social, and Demographic Indicators


B.
Developed versus Developing Regions


C.
Development Obstacles

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 9:  “Development”
· Friedman, Thomas L., The World Is Flat [Updated and Expanded]:  A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006, Chapters 1 and 2 are required.
VI.
Agriculture and Rural Land Use – 3 weeks


A.
Agricultural Hearths


B.
Classification of Agricultural Regions


C.
Agriculture in Less Developed Countries


D. 
Agriculture in Developed Countries


E.
Economic Issues involving Agriculture


F.
Rural Land Use

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 10:  “Agriculture”
VII.
Industrialization – 3 weeks

A.
Origins of Industrial Revolution


B.
Distribution of Industry



C.
Situation Factors and Site Factors


D.
Weber’s Industrial Location Model


E.
Obstacles to Optimum Locations


F.
Problems Faced by Industry


G.
A Look at NAFTA

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 11:  “Industry”
VIII.
Settlement and Services – 2 weeks


A.
Where Services Originated 


B.
Rural Settlements


C.
Distribution of Services


D.
Central Place Theory/Market Area Analysis


E.
Business Services in Large Settlements

F.
Central Business District

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 12:  “Services”
IX.
Urban Patterns – 2 weeks


A.
Origin and Location of Urban Areas at Multiple Scales


B.
Urban Models


C.
Problems of Inner Cities


D.
Problems in Suburbs

Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 13:  “Urban Patterns”
X.
Review for AP Human Geography Exam

XI.
Resource Issues – 1 week


A.
Fossil Fuel Depletion


B.
Source of Pollution


C.
Global Food Resources

· Required Reading:

· Rubenstein, Chapter 14:  “Resource Issues”
XII.
Careers in Geography – 2 weeks


A.
An Introduction to Cartography


B.
An Itroduction to ArcView and GIS


C.
Association of American Geographers


D.
National Geographic
AP Human Geography

Ms. Walker/Room 237

Lafayette High School

Parents/Guardians and Students:  Please sign and return for 15 points!!!

I have read and understand this document and will abide by its contents during AP Human Geography Class.

Student Signature:  _______________________________

Date:  __________________

Block:  _________

I have read this document and agree with its contents.

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _________________________________
Date:  ____________

Contact Phone:  ________________________

Email:  _______________________________
